Homily for the Third Sunday in Advent by Fitzgibbons, Fr. John P., S.J.
1 
 
 
 
From the Office of the President 
John P. Fitzgibbons, S.J. 
REGIS  UNIVERSITY  | DENVER, COLORADO 
 
Homily for the Third Sunday in Advent (B) 
Regis University, St. Francis Regis Chapel 
December 17th, 2017 
 
Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 
Will all the graduates of the Regis University Class of December 2017, please stand and be 
acknowledged? (APPLAUSE!!)  
 
Jesus, Ignatius of Loyola, and Regis University professors - any patient teacher worthy of the name - 
will tell you, we become like those we love. We learn virtues, especially wisdom and patience and 
holy restlessness, from the master teachers we've had. We learn these traits, these virtues, by 
reading the signs of our times and refusing to be intimidated or shut down. 
 
John the Baptizer, that great challenger of the status quo, had the luxury of knowing that his 
testimony was heard. More importantly, he knew who he was and who he was not. He was asked 
by everyday folks, "What shall we do?" And his answer is crystal clear: Unburden yourself. If you 
have more than you need, share it! If you are greedy or a glutton, let go of those false gods. If you 
are powerful, use it for the good and don't bully anyone. Include those who are left out. For if 
these are your burdens that you know, you have yet to discover real, transforming love. 
 
Yes, John made a path through the mountains of ennui, Roman imperial intimidation; he cleared 
the way through the valleys of despair... And the people thought they might be seeing the Messiah, 
so remarkable was his freedom.  
 
He showed the way. He counseled justice and rectitude, but the promise he spoke of was 
something far more than they might have suspected or wanted: 'I am baptizing you with water, but 
there is one to come who is mightier than I... He will baptize you in the Holy Spirit and in fire. His 
winnowing fan is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and gather the wheat into his granary, but 
the chaff he will burn in unquenchable fire"' (Kavanaugh, The Word Engaged, 6). John pointed to a 
new teacher... THE teacher of all time. 
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This is good news because unburdening our hearts, our psyches is the first step; it is learning, it's 
preparation for more, more than we have dreamed or imagined.  
 
You see John knows and teaches two things: First, that it is nothing but our diminishment, our 
losses, our sadness, our sin that Advent, like education, confronts. Second, he knows that he is not 
the Messiah. And part of this second knowing is that when Jesus comes to be baptized, John knows 
who he is. Jesus is the one who takes the next step: baptism in the Holy Spirit and fire, a baptism 
into freedom. 
 
Love is like that, especially Divine love. I used to be scared of this baptism of fire, this winnowing 
and threshing because I figured I'd end up in the trash heap to be burned and miss out on the nice 
cozy barn where all the grain is stored. That is a misreading of John's text. 
 
In some way, Advent - like education - never lets go of us. The hold of Advent and our education 
remains. This is a truth I will not forget. But I admit I learn it anew every year. We humans will 
always be in need of learning anew-not because God is cruel or a tease - but because "we are 
creations unfinished and we await a second birth. Our final happiness and learning, rich and poor, 
will not be quarried here where you have done so much digging and learning. We who believe that 
heaven once came down to earth also believe that every grace of the earth will be lifted to undying 
life by our God made flesh. Such is the pattern of Jesus whom we call Christ. Such is the 
education you have been given.  
 
 
